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TIME THURSDAY, 22 OCTOBER 2026

08:00 - 09:00 Registration & Networking

09:10 – 09:15 Welcome Address and Introduction to the Conference

09:20 – 09:35
OPENING ADDRESS

Address by UAE Govt Entity

09:40 - 10:15
PANEL DISCUSSION

( GOVERNMENT 
PANEL)

The $2 Billion Question: Turning National Investment into National 
Resilience

As the UAE cements its position as a Tier-1 global cybersecurity 
leader, national strategy is shifting from capacity-building to active 
defence. This opening panel brings together senior government 
leaders to set the tone for the day - exploring how governance, 
critical infrastructure protection, innovation, and international 
partnership converge into a single national resilience agenda ahead 
of “We the UAE 2031.”

Discussion Points:

 •   From Capacity to Active Defence: What does the shift from 
building capability to actively defending national digital assets 
mean in practice for government entities? 

 •   Governance Without Silos: How is the UAE unifying cybersecurity 
governance across federal, sectoral, and emirate levels without 
slowing down innovation?

•   Accreditation as a National Standard: What does the rollout of 
unified accreditation for critical infrastructure providers mean for 
the ecosystem of vendors and service providers operating in the 
UAE?

•   Innovation at Speed, Securely: How does a nation aiming to lead 
in AI, sovereign cloud, and smart infrastructure keep pace with 
adoption while staying ahead of the threat curve?

•   Building the National Talent Pipeline: How are public-private 
partnerships and government training programmes building the 
next generation of UAE cybersecurity talent?

•   Global Leadership, Regional Responsibility: As the UAE sets the 
benchmark for the region, what’s its role in extending resilience 
and cooperation across the GCC?

10:20– 10:35
SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

 Reserved for Never Hack

10:40 – 10:55
SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Reserved for Varonis

10:55 – 11:15 Coffee Break

11:20 – 11:35
SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Reserved for Kaspersky

11:40 – 11:55
SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Reserved for Spidersilk

11:55 – 12:05
SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Reserved for Recorded Future

AGENDA

       08:00 - 09:00 Registration & Networking

    09:10 – 09:15 Welcome Address and Introduction to the Conference

    09:20 – 09:35 OPENING ADDRESS

Address by UAE Govt Entity

    09:40 - 10:15 PANEL DISCUSSION

The $2 Billion Question: Turning National Investment into National Resilience

    10:20– 10:35 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Would Your Cyber Defence Hold Up Against a Real Attack?

    10:40 – 10:55 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Reserved for Varonis

       10:55 – 11:15 Coffee Break

    11:20 – 11:35 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Threat Intelligence: Reversing the Hunt
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    11:40 – 11:55 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Reserved for Spidersilk

    11:55 – 12:05 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

 Defend Autonomously at Machine Speed

    12:10 – 12:35 PANEL DISCUSSION

The Cloud Security Revolution: Safeguarding Data in a Digital-First World

    12:40 – 12:55 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Reserved for Algosec

    13:00 – 13:15 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Privileged Access in the Age of AI: New Risks, New Rules

       13:20 – 13:55 Networking Luncheon

    14:00 – 14:15 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Defense Starts Earlier Than You Think
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    14:20 – 14:55 PANEL DISCUSSION

AI-Powered Cybersecurity: Enhancing Threat Detection and Response with Machine Learning

    15:00 – 15:15 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

The Ghost in the Machine: Securing Non-Human Identities

    15:20 – 15:50 FIRESIDE CHAT

Cyber Risk as a Board Mandate: Insurance, Quantification and the New CISO Mandate

    15:50 – 16:10 FIRESIDE CHAT

Protecting the Backbone: OT, ICS and Critical National Infrastructure Security

    16:10 – 16:30

SheLeads
SheLeads Honorary Awards: Technology & Beyond

    16:35 – 16:55

CYSEC AWARDS
CYSEC Awards: Celebrating Cybersecurity Excellence

       16:55 - 17:00 Closing Remarks


